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outreach efforts have touched veterans in
many different locations throughout the Heart-
land. In 2013, Kansas City VA staff hosted
and/or participated in more than 40 veteran-fo-
cused events. Director Hill can be seen at
many different events always supporting
causes and programs for our veterans. He has
a strong dedication and commitment to the
veterans he serves. One of the most compel-
ling stories about Director Hill is when he at-
tended the funeral of a civil war veteran,
whose family had long-awaited formal burial.
These are only a few of the many examples
of how Kent Hill has torn down barriers and
gained the respect of our veterans.

Perhaps the most gratifying praise one can
receive is to have the respect and apprecia-
tion from those they serve. Among the vet-
erans of Missouri’s Fifth District, Director Hill is
regarded as a listener who takes their con-
cerns seriously and will take the time to dis-
cuss solutions, explains his position with diplo-
macy and compassion. In an effort to have a
closer relationship with our veterans, he meets
periodically with the Veterans Focus Liaison
Committee. This committee concept was pre-
sented to Director Hill by a group of veterans
who received services at the Kansas City VA
Medical Center. The idea was readily accept-
ed and this grassroots committee took shape.
The members talk to their peers and relay
their concerns to the Director. He has been re-
ceptive to their suggestions and always willing
to investigate their grievances. This partner-
ship has resulted in more honest communica-
tion and better relations between staff and the
veterans they serve. Veterans have com-
mented that when meeting with Director Hill,
he already was aware of the issue and had
been working on solutions.

Mr. Speaker, please join me and our col-
leagues in recognizing and honoring Mr. Kent
Hill, Director of the Kansas City VA Medical
Center upon his retirement from the Depart-
ment of Veterans Affairs. While he embraces
this next phase of life with his wife, Anita; chil-
dren, Blake, Kirk, Keith and Stephen; and
grandchildren, he leaves with the respect and
admiration of those who have had the pleas-
ure of working with him. | wish to personally
thank him for his tireless service to our coun-
try and his unquestionable dedication to our
veterans. His imprint will long be felt by future
generations at the Kansas City VA Medical
Center and in our community.

————

COMMEMORATING THE 25TH ANNI-
VERSARY OF THE JAY PEANUT
FESTIVAL

HON. JEFF MILLER

OF FLORIDA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES
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Mr. MILLER of Florida. Mr. Speaker, it is my
privilege to commemorate the 25th Anniver-
sary of the Jay Peanut Festival and recognize
its founders, Gene and Brenda Gabbert and
the community of Jay, Florida.

The Town of Jay, situated in northern Santa
Rosa County, Florida near the Florida/Ala-
bama line, is home to over 500 residents and
the annual Jay Peanut Festival.

A quarter of a century ago, Gene and Bren-
da Gabbert founded the festival in honor of
their daughter Melissa, who had lost her battle
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with cancer at the young age of 19. Melissa
found great joy in frequenting agricultural fes-
tivals throughout the Gulf Coast and the spe-
cial sense of community that festivals often
bring to life. After her passing, the Gabberts
started the Jay Peanut Festival to keep
Melissa’s memory alive and bring together the
entire Northwest Florida community in celebra-
tion of the area’s deep agricultural history.

In the 25 years since, the festival has flour-
ished. While the pig chase has remained a
highlight, what began in 1990 as a one-day
event with 30-40 vendors is now a two-day
event with 230 booths, live entertainment, car-
nival rides, 5k run, and a parade. The staple
of the festival—the peanut—may attract the
tens of thousands of visitors from all over;
however, to the Town of Jay, the festival is
much more than that. It's also a celebration of
community, that Melissa was so fond of, and
its members who have helped carry on this
proud tradition.

Mr. Speaker, | am pleased to commemorate
the 25-year history of the Jay Peanut Festival.
My wife Vicki joins me in wishing the Gabberts
and the Town of Jay all the best for continued
success.

———

HONORING ATASCOSA COUNTY
JUDGE DIANA BAUTISTA

HON. HENRY CUELLAR

OF TEXAS
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, November 12, 2014

Mr. CUELLAR. Mr. Speaker, | rise today to
honor the exceptional career of Atascosa
County Judge Diana Bautista. Judge Bautista
has served the people of South Texas since
she was elected in 2002.

Prior to becoming County Judge, Diana
Bautista worked for the county as a clerk, as
a Secretary for the jail Administrator, and then
became a Pleasanton police officer and
Atascosa County Sheriffs Deputy. During her
time with public service offices such as these,
Judge Bautista learned how she could best
serve the people of Atascosa County. Taking
her oath in 2003, Judge Bautista has served
admirably for over a decade, boldly advocating
for the citizens and employees of the county.
In addition to her exemplary career, Judge
Bautista is a committed wife and mother and
a cancer survivor.

Mr. Speaker, | am honored to have the op-
portunity to recognize Judge Diana Bautista.
Her dedication to the citizens of Atascosa
County has truly made her community a better
place to live and work.

RECOGNIZING THE 25TH ANNIVER-
SARY OF GOOD SHEPHERD HOUS-
ING FOUNDATION

HON. GERALD E. CONNOLLY

OF VIRGINIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, November 12, 2014

Mr. CONNOLLY. Mr. Speaker, | rise to rec-
ognize the 25th Anniversary of the Good
Shepherd Housing Foundation. For the past
quarter century, the Foundation has provided
low-cost housing to the homeless and those
on the brink of homelessness in Prince Wil-
liam County.
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Good Shepherd Housing Foundation was
established in 1989 when the need for hous-
ing for the mentally ill became apparent. The
first group home, “Shepherd House |,” opened
in 1989 with a $1,500 donation from co-found-
ers, Horace and Virginia Baker. As the parents
of an adult child with mental health issues, the
Bakers knew firsthand the challenges in find-
ing safe housing options that would allow their
son to live as independently as possible while
receiving the care he needed. Mr. and Mrs.
Baker, along with Good Shepherd Lutheran
Church, worked closely with the Prince William
County Community Services Board to estab-
lish the bedrock of a stable and lasting pro-
gram. In its beginning, the Foundation pro-
vided housing for five single adults.

Since its inception, Good Shepherd Housing
Foundation has grown substantially in both cli-
entele and breadth of mission. Now in 25th
year, the Foundation provides housing and
supportive services for 77 single adults and 45
families in 70 households throughout Prince
William. Assistance is extended to those with
chronic low income and mental or physical
disabilities. The organization is sustained by
the efforts and donations of individuals, busi-
nesses, and churches, and it receives assist-
ance from local, state, and federal funding.

The Shepherd Homes Program offers group
living and single adult housing options to men-
tally-ill individuals. Shepherd Homes |, Il, and
Il are properties owned by the Foundation
that function as group homes. The Foundation
also provides eight apartments, one town-
house, and one affordable rental house main-
tained by the Foundation offering the mentally
ill, some of whom are veterans, relief from
chronic homelessness. Beyond housing assist-
ance, the Foundation offers services that put
residents on a path to financial and psycho-
logical stability.

Over the years, the Foundation has ex-
panded its mission providing a broader scope
of resources to the community to aid in pro-
viding housing to individuals and families who
are homeless or in danger of becoming home-
less. The Foundation offers a holistic program
approach aimed not only at providing housing
but also teaching program participants the im-
portance of education and financial manage-
ment. Programs and services include the Af-
fordable Rentals Program, Shepherd Homes,
Shepherd Leasing, and a two-year Transitional
Housing Partnership. Tutoring and child-care
services are also available for the children.

Mr. Speaker, | ask that my colleagues join
me in honoring the work of Good Shepherd
Housing Foundation in Prince William and in
congratulating it on the occasion of its 25th
anniversary. The Foundation exists thanks to
the dedication and generosity of its board,
staff, volunteers, and many community sup-
porters, and it is another example of what
makes Prince William such a wonderful place
to live.

——
RECOGNIZING THE DEDICATED
SERVICE OF NORTHWEST FLOR-
IDA’S DEBORAH “DEE”
COPELAND
HON. JEFF MILLER
OF FLORIDA

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES
Wednesday, November 12, 2014

Mr. MILLER of Florida. Mr. Speaker, | am
privileged to recognize Ms. Deborah “Dee”
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